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word, for if he broke it and held them prisoners, who was going to
demand an accounting? They replied that they were going into the
city. When deponent learned that they were actually going and were
on the way, he went out to meet them, to dissuade them from
entering the city by any manner of means, rather to negotiate
for the ransom from outside after an exchange of hostages. They
said that the matter could not then be helped (p. 128) and deponent
answered: 'Well, then, commend it to God,' and so he remained
behind and they went on and entered into the city.
This gave the corsair Francis an opportunity to say many shame-
less things, both of His Majesty and also of the grandes of Castile, and
of other persons, for he complained that in certain royal cedulas and
despatches addressed to the governor, which the governor left upon
his desk when he retired, His Majesty called him 'corsario*. Because
of this he said many shameless things and with this the governor and
the bishop returned. Next day deponent learned that they had
raised the amount offered as ransom for the city to seventy thousand
ducats.
Deponent was told by a nephew of his named Don Pedro Marra-
das who in Cartagena talked with the vice-admiral of the enemy's
fleet that, among other things, the vice-admiral asked him why he
called such a shameless rascal as that Captain Francis 'your excel-
lency' when he was a low fellow who had been given command of
the fleet because he knew this coast; and that they would deliver the
city over for thirty thousand ducats as readily as for a hundred
thousand, for what did it profit them to burn walls when what they
came after was money! When deponent heard this he wrote instantly
to the governor, informing him of it. Nevertheless, two days later
they raised their offer of ransom to a hundred and ten thousand
ducats, (p. 129).
Inasmuch as deponent knew that this money, or most of it, must
come out of His Majesty's strongbox, he wrote a letter to Accountant
Alonso de Tapia, accountant of this royal treasury, and to Treasurer
Don Luis de Guzman, warning them by no means to furnish the
money for the ransom out of the treasury, for His Majesty would
greatly disapprove. If the governor should demand it, for them not
to give it until they were imprisoned and greatly pressed to do so,
and they replied to deponent in another letter saying that they
intended so to proceed and sincerely thanked him for the advice.
Deponent has since learned that His Majesty's monies were handed
over to Captain Francis.
Asked to say by whose orders the galleys were burned, deponent